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Shoalhaven Starches Community Consultative Committee (CCC) 

Minutes of Meeting – Tuesday 17 February 2026 

 

Meeting details 

Date Tuesday 17 February 2026 

Scheduled time 4:00 pm – 6:00 pm 

Meeting commenced 4:13 pm 

Meeting closed 6:03 pm 

Location Shoalhaven Starches, 36 Bolong Road, 

Bomaderry 

Minute taker Tracey Armessen (Manildra Group) 

 

Attendance 

Chair Ian Colley  

Community/CCC members Kylie Knight, Lincoln Smith, Michelle Bishop, 

Ron Arthur, Tracey Gumm, Greg Pullen, John 

Gould   

Company representatives (Shoalhaven 

Starches)/CCC members  

Gavin Dostal, John Studdert, Tertius Jones 

Minute Taker  Tracey Armessen (Shoalhaven Starches)  

Other attendees Nil 

Observer Kirsty Beavon (Manildra Group)  

Apologies Nathan Carson 
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1. Welcome & Apologies 

• The Chair opened the meeting, welcomed members and provided an Acknowledgement of 

Country. 

• Apologies were noted (Nathan Carson). 

• Confidentiality and privacy requirements were reiterated, including the handling of 

presentation material. 

2. Declarations of Interest 

• Nil declared. 

3. Business Arising 

• The previous meeting minutes were confirmed, subject to minor edits (including name 

corrections and reflecting members’ preference for names to be included in minutes). 

• Members confirmed that discussion of agenda items and questions should occur during 

meetings (rather than via email), noting agenda items can be submitted by email for 

inclusion in future agendas. 

4. Correspondence 

• Thank you correspondence received from PCYC Shoalhaven Breakfast Club. 

• Member emails received covering: reasons for establishing the committee; confidentiality 

requirements; suggested agenda items; noise complaint follow-ups; request for transport 

information (to be addressed in more depth at the next meeting); upcoming community 

initiatives; and a request for a corporate social responsibility presentation (to be presented 

at a future meeting). 

• Members raised concerns that correspondence was not being received pre-meetings. As a 

result, the internal mailing list will be reviewed and confirmed.  

• Members agreed that email addresses are not to be circulated or distributed.  

• Members requested calendar invited to be sent to each member for the next three CCC 

meetings.  

 

# Action Responsible Due Status 

1 Confirm CCC email distribution 
list so all members receive 
agendas and minutes. 

Bronte 
Armstrong 

Before next 
meeting 

Open 

2 Create recurring calendar 
invitation for CCC meetings 
(Google/Outlook) and 
circulate to members. 

Bronte 
Armstrong  

Before next 
meeting 

Open 

 



3 
 

5. Environmental Performance & Compliance Update (Shoalhaven Starches) 

• Gavin Dostal provided an overview of monitoring and reporting requirements under the 

site’s Environment Protection License (EPL), including air emissions, odour, noise and 

discharges. 

• Quarterly community complaints: five complaints were received (two odour, two noise, one 

air emission). 

• Regulatory matters: The committee was advised that a NSW EPA prevention notice was 

issued in relation to an ongoing noise complaint, and that two notifiable environmental 

incidents were reported in accordance with requirements.   

• Members discussed what information can be shared publicly. It was noted that 

presentations are generally not distributed; where any material is circulated, confidentiality 

markings will guide distribution, and confidential slides may be removed. 

• Water monitoring: the only discharge to the Shoalhaven River is returned river water used 

for cooling purposes (temperature and flow monitored). Treated water is irrigated at the 

environmental farm with regular testing of irrigation water. 

• Odour monitoring discussion included the distinction between odour (volatile organic 

compounds) and particulate matter; odour assessments are undertaken as part of 

development applications where required. 

• Penalties and non-compliances: members noted that penalty notices (where issued) are 

publicly searchable, and regulatory responses occur on a case-by-case basis. 

• Noise management: discussion acknowledged surrounding development pressures and the 

need to continue meeting license limits, with an emphasis on utilising rail where practicable 

to reduce road impacts. 

• Next steps: Ongoing monitoring and reporting will continue in accordance with EPL 

requirements, with updates provided to future CCC meetings. 

6. Planning, Projects & Approvals Update 

• John Studdert provided an update on current and proposed applications and approvals, 

including: 

• MOD 26 – Grain silos & handling facility; wastewater treatment plant expansion. 

• MOD 31 – Ethanol distillery heat recovery project (including proposed pipeline gantry 

across Bolong Road). 

• MOD 33 – DDG dryers 4 & 5 heat recovery project. 

• MOD 34 – Grain storage shed (environmental farm). 

• MOD 35 – Ethanol production increase. 

• Port Kembla bulk liquids facility – and proposed project expansion, methanol import and 

storage (import/export only; no refining at all). 

• Air Liquide carbon dioxide (CO₂) plant. 

Key discussion points: 
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• MOD 31 gantry: a footbridge (for Shoalhaven Starches staff only) is proposed from the 

northern carpark to cross Bolong Road to transfer low‑pressure steam for the heat recovery 

project. Construction impacts are likely to include night works and occasional lane closures, 

with any lane closures occurring at night where possible. Manildra Group to lease the 

airspace from Council.  

• Community input: members raised opportunities for inclusive design (e.g., green wall / 

architectural treatment) and appropriate, non-distracting signage given the entry corridor to 

the Shoalhaven region. Manildra Group is still finalising the design. A basic concept will be 

made available to the community once confirmed and will be subject to required approvals. 

• Operational context (Heat Recovery Project – MOD 31): current steam use at site noted at 

approximately 250 t, with the heat recovery project expected to reduce demand by ~90 t. 

• MOD 26 grain handling: indicative offloading improvements from ~400–450 t/hr to ~1,250 

t/hr, with potential benefits including reduced offloading time and reduced night shunting. 

• Air Liquide CO₂ plant: members raised questions regarding air quality, truck movements and 

local road impacts. It was noted that air quality and traffic impact assessments will inform 

the proposal. Members suggested exploring whether government could assist with road 

improvements if traffic increases materially. It was noted that increased capture of biogenic 

CO₂ (scrubbed and treated to renewable biogenic liquid CO₂) reduces odour emissions from 

fermentation. Members asked whether any increase in Shoalhaven Starches production was 

linked to increased Air Liquide production. Manildra Group advised this is not the case — Air 

Liquide is a separate project and would require its own approvals for any changes to its 

production. 

# Action Responsible Due Status 

1 Provide further detail on the 
proposed MOD 31 gantry 
design at the next CCC 
meeting and include an 
update in the next Shoalhaven 
Starches Community 
Newsletter. 

John Studdert / 
Shoalhaven 
Starches 

Next meeting / 
next newsletter 

Open 

2 Include links to the EPA 
licence and Major Projects 
Planning Portal (Shoalhaven 
Starches) with the minutes. 

Bronte 
Armstrong  

Before next 
meeting  

Open 

 

7. Other Company Updates 

• DPHI enforceable undertaking (rail line extension) – Members discussed street tree planting 

and whether this should be treated as ‘standard’ mitigation rather than a community 

initiative. It was noted the undertaking was established prior to the CCC’s formation; 

Manildra Group will consider bringing future initiatives to the CCC for consultation where 

appropriate. Reid Park: Members raised questions about proposed park upgrades and 
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community preferences. Manildra Group noted Council is leading the project planning and 

community consultation process. 

• National Pollutant Inventory (NPI) – overview provided on annual reporting context. 

• Community engagement and partnerships – examples discussed included school site visits 

and PCYC Breakfast Club sponsorship, plus presentations to local community groups. 

• Bolong Road rail crossing – update provided on work to reduce crossing delays, including 

options to increase train speed over the crossing and improve advance warning 

signage/lights. Members noted a one‑off delay of ~27 minutes; typical crossings were 

discussed as ~12–15 minutes at 6 km/h, with a target to reduce to ~8 minutes where longer 

trains can be brought through without splitting. Members also raised that the flashing 

warning sign is not currently operating as intended; Manildra Group is exploring options to 

improve the early warning system. 

• Sponsorships – members raised questions regarding the overall sponsorship budget, 

assessment criteria, and the process for applying and receiving feedback; the current 

process involves an internal sponsorship committee (meeting monthly). 

# Action Responsible Due Status 

1 Provide an update on options 
to improve Bolong Road rail 
crossing advance warning / 
information for motorists 
(subject to approvals). 

Shoalhaven 
Starches 

Next meeting / 
Dedicated 
Transport 
Presentation  

Open 

2 Provide an overview of the 
sponsorship process (including 
decision criteria, indicative 
timing, and how feedback is 
provided to applicants). 

Shoalhaven 
Starches 

For a Future 
meeting – 
Dedicated 
Presentation  

Open 

 

8. General Business 

• Safety/risk: members asked about explosion risk and exclusion zones; it was noted that 

relevant risk contours have been assessed and are contained within site boundaries, and 

emergency services may establish precautionary perimeters case-by-case during an 

emergency incident response. 

• Amenity/landscaping: feedback was provided on recent planting along Bolong Road, with 

suggestions to extend plantings further east to enhance screening and presentation of the 

entry corridor. 

• Community support: a suggestion was made to explore opportunities for staff volunteer 

days supporting local projects (subject to safety and insurance considerations). 

• Social media enquiries: members noted local interest on social media and asked for a point 

of contact for social media liaison/monitoring; Manildra Group to circulate details. 
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• Council advisory groups: members noted Council has changed local community group 

structures; it was confirmed the CCC will continue independently (as it is an established 

consultative mechanism). 

# Action Responsible Due Status 

1 Circulate social media liaison 
point of contact for CCC 
member enquiries. 

Kirsty Beavon Before next 
meeting 

Open 

 

9. Meeting Finalisation 

• Next meeting: Tuesday 19 May 2026, 4:00 pm, Cogen Conference Room, Shoalhaven 

Starches. 

• Draft minutes to be circulated to members for review, with final minutes to be issued within 

two weeks of endorsement. 

• Meeting closed at 6:03 pm. 

Action Register 

# Action Responsible Due Status 

1 Confirm CCC email distribution 
list so all members receive 
agendas and minutes. 

Bronte 
Armstrong 

Before next 
meeting 

Open 

2 Create recurring calendar 
invitation for CCC meetings 
(Google/Outlook) and 
circulate to members. 

Bronte 
Armstrong  

Before next 
meeting 

Open 

3 Include links to the EPA 
licence and Major Projects 
Planning Portal (Shoalhaven 
Starches) with the minutes. 

Bronte 
Armstrong  

Before next 
meeting  

Open 

4 Provide further detail on the 
proposed MOD 31 gantry 
design at the next CCC 
meeting and include an 
update in the next Shoalhaven 
Starches Community 
Newsletter. 

John Studdert / 
Shoalhaven 
Starches 

Next meeting / 
next newsletter 

Open 

5 Circulate social media liaison 
point of contact for CCC 
member enquiries. 

Kirsty Beavon Before next 
meeting 

Open 

6 Provide an overview of the 
sponsorship process (including 
decision criteria, indicative 
timing, and how feedback is 
provided to applicants). 

Shoalhaven 
Starches 

For a Future 
meeting – 
Dedicated 
Presentation  

Open 
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7 Provide an update on options 
to improve Bolong Road rail 
crossing advance warning / 
information for motorists 
(subject to approvals). 

Shoalhaven 
Starches 

Next meeting / 
Dedicated 
Transport 
Presentation  

Open 

 

Reference links 

Links: 

• Shoalhaven Starches Environment Protection Licence: ViewPOEOLicence.aspx 

• Planning modifications (Shoalhaven Starches) – Major Projects Planning Portal – 

Department of Planning (use the search bar and type in “Shoalhaven Starches” to view all 

listed modifications):   Major Projects | Planning Portal - Department of Planning and 

Environment 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.epa.nsw.gov.au%2Fprpoeoapp%2FViewPOEOLicence.aspx%3FDOCID%3D228678%26SYSUID%3D1%26LICID%3D883&data=05%7C02%7CTracey.Armessen%40manildra.com.au%7C5d5837e802954b79c44408de6f45aeca%7C960b266d59914946a553963d24c32b09%7C0%7C0%7C639070542255274437%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=9FW4heQCq7vMKB5Isib1D%2FaEWlGCM8%2FFPQE8Qjdkj4Q%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.nsw.gov.au%2Fmajor-projects&data=05%7C02%7CTracey.Armessen%40manildra.com.au%7C5d5837e802954b79c44408de6f45aeca%7C960b266d59914946a553963d24c32b09%7C0%7C0%7C639070542255307332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1uHkFtq%2FcOk5LfUGNdHlQqs9yabbzr5fK%2BhVMKSVCHE%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.planningportal.nsw.gov.au%2Fmajor-projects&data=05%7C02%7CTracey.Armessen%40manildra.com.au%7C5d5837e802954b79c44408de6f45aeca%7C960b266d59914946a553963d24c32b09%7C0%7C0%7C639070542255307332%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1uHkFtq%2FcOk5LfUGNdHlQqs9yabbzr5fK%2BhVMKSVCHE%3D&reserved=0

