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Attention: lan Waters
Dear Sir,

RE: GEOTECHNICAL ASSESSMENT
RIVER BANK STABILITY
PROPOSED NEW SILOS AND FLOUR MILL BUILDING
MANILDRA PLANT, BOLONG ROAD, BOMADERRY

1 INTRODUCTION

This report provides a geotechnical assessment of the stability of a section of the northern bank of the
Shoalhaven River in the vicinity of proposed new structures at Manildra’s plant in Bomaderry. The
purpose of this assessment was to advise on the current stability of the river bank in these areas, effect
of the development on stability of the river bank and stability of the bank where conditions change (e.g.
flooding or oversteepening of the bank). The report discusses measures that would reduce the risk of
failure of the river bank in some circumstances. In the event of failure of the bank occurring the possible

effects on the proposed structures (if developed in the positions shown on the plan) have also been
considered.

This report does not address foundation conditions for any of the new structures proposed and no
additional subsurface investigation was carried out for this assessment.

2 SCOPE OF WORK

The scope of work for this assessment included the following:-

» Site visit and observations of surface conditions by a principal geotechnical engineer from
Coffey.
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¢ Discussion with Manildra engineers in relation to the proposed expansion works near the river.
Manildra have provided Coffey with a general layout plan of the proposed structures (Drawing
Ref MANG68-001A).

e Areview of available reports (by Coffey and Golder), including borehole or piezocone
penetrometer testing

e A survey of the northern bank of the Shoalhaven River to plot the profile from about 4m on the
land side of the top of bank and extending about 20m out from the high water mark over the
lower bank and bed of the river. The survey was recommended by Coffey and was carried out
by Allen Price and Associates, Ref No 24741-01, Sheets 1 to 5, dated 23/3/07.

o Stability analyses to assess Factors of Safety at sections adjacent to the proposed structures,
assuming current conditions and possible flood up to RL4.0, followed by rapid drawdown from
the flood level to about RLO.8m. We note that soil parameters can vary within the plant area
and estimated values only for the parameters, based on previous subsurface investigations of
nearby structures, have been used in the analyses.

3 PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The proposed expansion of the Manildra plant at Bomaderry includes two new silos and a new flour
mill.

The silos are shown on the site plan provided and are located adjacent to the existing silo. The larger
silo is shown only a few metres from the top of the river bank. The flour mill building is about 10m from

the top of the riverbank. Part of an existing building is to be demolished to make way for the new flour
mill. '

The sites for the new silo and mill sites presently have either flexible or concrete pavements and are
near level, apart from the raised levee bank between the paved area and the top of the river bank. The
southern most silo will encroach into the levee bank area.

The section of the river bank assessed in this report lies between the recently constructed rock wall
(where a local failure of the river bank occurred) and the existing jetty about 100m upstream. The
survey plan view of this section of the bank with contours (as prepared by Allan Price) is shown in
Figure 2.

Most of the river bank has a cover of trees, comprising mainly coral trees, located both on the bank and
on the crest of the levee bank. There is also some thick undergrowth over the lower part of the river
bank. The larger trees appear to be at least 20years old.

The existing river bank (above the high tide mark) generally has a maximum slope of about 1H:1V and
has a relatively uniform surface.

There were a number of rocks in the water along the toe of the bank, with some finer sediments
observed below the shallow water at the edge of the river at high tide. There is a gabion wall on the
downstream side of the jetty.

Recently emergency stabilisation work has been carried out on the river bank immediately to the south
of the area assessed in this report. The emergency rectification works consisted of large rocks stacked
against the bank extending from below the water line to about 2m below the top of the bank.
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4 STABILITY ANALYSIS

4.1 Soil Parameters

The Manildra plant at Bomaderry is underlain by deep alluvial soils to depths ranging from about 15m to
25m. A range of soil parameters have been used in the stability analysis based on information from the
nearest boreholes (Golder Report, Boreholes S2 and S5), however no new boreholes or soil samples
have been taken along the river bank or at the sites of the proposed new structures.

4.2 Methods of Analysis

A number of different parameters and various water level scenarios were assessed at survey Sections

8 and 19 using the program Slope-W and factors of safety (FOS) in relation to stability of the river bank
were determined for each case.

4.3 Results of Analysis

The results of the stability analyses are presented in Figures 3A to 3F, together with a summary of
results for the various parameters and water levels for the river.

The results show that the river bank under the site conditions of the time of the survey has a marginal
factor of safety (FOS) based on the soil parameters adopted. The FOS actually increases if the water
level increases but does not overtop the bank during a moderate flood event, provided the bank is not
steepened by erosion. However assuming the flood waters dissipate such that there is rapid drawdown
of the flood water level back to the high tide mark or possibly lower, then the FOS can fall below 1.0
indicating that failure of the bank could occur during or following drawdown.

4.4 Possible Failure Mechanisms

The river bank would be at significant risk of failure if a significant flood event (PMF) was to occur where
water would rise above the existing bank. This would potentially cause collapse of the bank on
saturation, even if bank protection (rock facing/revetment) was in place.

The recent failure of the river bank over a section about 20m in length, (immediately at the downstream
end of the section of the river now being assessed), appears to have failed due to oversteepening of the
river bank below the high tide level. Stronger flows in the river, possibly due to a combination of runoff
and tidal flows may also have caused the oversteepening of the bank.

Excessive loading of the bank can also increase the risk of failure, however for the proposed
development we understand buildings will be independently supported on deep piles to rock.

Removal of vegetation and subsequent erosion scouring causing oversteeping of the bank could also
result in instability of the bank.

5 RISK OF RIVER BANK FAILURE

Under normal flow/tidal conditions and with the present river bank profile above and below the high tide
mark the risk of failure is considered low. As discussed above, there are a number of mechanisms that
could result in failure of the river bank occurring near or adjacent to the proposed site for development.
The most likely cause of failure would be flooding or significant increase in flows in the river, causing
erosion and oversteepening the bank, and rapid drawdown of water levels following flooding.
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Given the proximity of existing and proposed structures within the Manildra Plant relative to the river
bank, there is always some risk of buildings being affected by failure of the river bank.

The risk of failure can be mitigated to some extent by river bank erosion/scour protection and founding

of all structures independently on piles to rock, assuming that the piles could survive some undercutting
of the bank and loss of lateral support.

6 RECOMMENDATIONS

The sites for the proposed silos are close to the river bank and the one nearest the bank is closer to the
river than most other permanent buildings in the plant. We understand that no other sites for the silos
were suitable. The development of the silos in the positions proposed will involve some risk to the long
term performance of the structures. The proposed flour mill is set back further from the bank and is
located partly within the site of the structure that is to be demolished.

The following measures are recommended to reduce the risk of river bank failure affecting the proposed
structures close to the river bank:-

o Continue the recent rock revetment along the river bank using large rocks. The rocks are only
to be considered as a lining to reduce the risk of undercutting or oversteepening of the bank
and do not act as a retaining wall. The rock lining should extend from the recent works
upstream to the jetty. Additional strengthening of the rock lining and erosion protection (e.g.
using concrete) and concrete apron around the base of the silo nearest the river may be
required. Construction of the rock lining would involve removal of vegetation from the banks.
This should be carried out in stages (say 10m to 15m at a time) as the rock lining advances and
should not significantly disturb or loosen the soils in the bank. Large rocks should not be
stockpiled on any part of the bank during this work. Rocks should also not be concentrated in
any one part of the river bank, as this could result in localised failure occurring.

¢ The new structures should be founded on piles to rock. The silo nearest the river bank should
be supported on stiffer piles that allow for possible loss of lateral soil support through the upper
5m to 6m. We would not expect the piles to resist a large deep seated failure of the bank,
however in the event of gradual undercutting of the soil below the silo, the stiffer piles could

support the silo until remedial works were carried out to restore eroded or failed sections of the
bank.
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The attached document titled “Important Information about your Coffey Report” should be read in
conjunction with this report.

Should you have any questions in relation to the above advice please contact the undersigned.
For and on behalf of

COFFEY GEOTECHNICS PTY LTD

yora

JON THOMPSON CPEng

Wollongong Manager

Attachments:

important Information about your Coffey Report
Survey Levels

Stability Analyses of River Bank, Sections 8 and 19
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qualified, can reveal what is hidden by specified at the time the report was issued.
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